Cranford School Key Stage 4 Reading Suggestions

Research shows that Key Stage 4 students who pick up a book for enjoyment are more likely to do well
in life (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development). It is a habit which will not only
improve your vocabulary and understanding of genre, structure and form, but it will develop your
independent learning, critical thinking and concentration skills. There is also research which shows
reading can improve mental health, sense of contentment and imagination.

From the IGCSE Anthology

DE MAUPASSANT Guy The Necklace A woman’s desire for wealth leads to a costly mistake and an ironic
ending.

TREMAIN Rose The Road Home An immigrant struggles to adapt to a new life in a foreign country.
HILL Susan The Woman in Black A tense ghost story filled with mystery and supernatural fear.
ALAGIAH George A Passage to Africa A journalist reflects on witnessing famine and human suffering.

HERBERT Kari The Explorer’s Daughter A personal account of growing up in a remote Arctic
environment.

RALSTON Aron 127 Hours A survival story of a man trapped and forced to make a life-saving decision.
MACDONALD Helen H is for Hawk A memoir exploring grief and healing through training a hawk.

ROOKE Margaret (editor) Creative, Successful, Dyslexic A collection of personal accounts from 23
successful people with dyslexia.

YEN MAH Adeline Chinese Cinderella A memoir of neglect and resilience in a strict and unloving family.

More Non-Fiction and Autobiography

ATTENBOROUGH David A Life on Our Planet Attenborough reflects on environmental damage and offers
hope for the future.

FRY Stephen Moab is my Washpot Stephen Fry’s schooldays, his partnership with Hugh Laurie and his
rise to fame, all told with great honesty.

McCOURT Frank Angela’s Ashes Growing up in extreme poverty, Frank McCourt’s childhood in America
and Ireland was very different to the one portrayed in Cider with Rosie.

MANDELA Nelson The Long Walk to Freedom The fight to end apartheid
MCcARTHUR Ellen Taking on the World When Ellen’s success finishing the Vendee Globe Yacht Race

MARSHALL Tim Prisoners of Geography Explains how geography shapes global politics and conflicts.



OBAMA, Michelle Becoming The former First Lady reflects on her life, career, and time in the White
House

RAWORTH, Kate Doughnut Economics A new model for economics balancing human needs with
environmental limits.

YOUSEFZAI Malala I am Malala Her fight for female education and her fight for her life.

Crime

COLLINS Wilkie The Moonstone This tale of a stolen diamond, the Moonstone of the title, is generally
considered to be the first detective novel in the English language.

DOYLE Arthur Conan Sherlock Holmes stories Encounter the famous intellect and crimesolving abilities of
Sherlock Holmes.

LOCKHART E We Were Liars Psychological mystery with non-linear structure and unreliable narrators

SEBOLD Alice The Lovely Bones Crime story told from the victim’s perspective. Sensitive themes of grief,
justice, trauma

Fantasy, Horror and Ghosts

ADEYEMI Tomi Children of Blood and Bone African-inspired fantasy world explores themes of
oppression, identity, justice

BLACKMAN Malorie Noughts and Crosses A Romeo-and-Julietstyle love story set in a racist dystopia.

BRADBURY Ray Farenheit 451 In a futuristic America books are illegal and fir emen start fires rather than
put them out.

JAMES Henry The Turn of the Screw A governess is hired to look after two children in a lonely country
house. Are the unexplained events that happen there the result of the supernatural or of an overactive
imagination?

MARTEL Yann The Life of Pi Fantasy adventure which describes how Pi survives aboard a raft with a tiger.
ORWELL George 1984 A man rebels in a totalitarian society under constant surveillance.
POE Edgar Allan Tales of Mystery and Imagination Tales of terror and Gothic horror.

PULLMAN Philip His Dark Materials trilogy (Northern Lights; The Subtle Knife; The Amber Spyglass; The
Book of Dust) Exciting plots dealing with big ideas: these books are modern classics.



Humour

ADAMS Douglas The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy Comic science-fiction adventure through space.
BRYSON Bill The Lost Continent Humorous travel writing

JEROME Jerome K. Three Men in a Boat This was an instant success when it was first published in 1889.

War

BALLARD J.G. The Empire of the Sun The experiences of a young boy at the hands of his Japanese captors
during World War II.

FAULKS Sebastian Birdsong Stephen Wraysford’s life in France, described before and during World War
I, is gruelling but unforgettable.

FRAYN Michael Spies Keith and Stephen live in a quiet London suburb at the time of World War Il, but
Keith believes his mother is a German spy. The two boys set out to discover the truth.

MCcEWAN lan Atonement + During the summer of 1935, thirteen-year old Briony misunderstands what
she sees and hears and changes the lives of those around her forever.

ZUSAK Marcus The Book Thief A story narrated by Death and set in Nazi Germany

Classics

BRONTE Charlotte Jane Eyre the infamous story of a governess’s life
DICKENS Charles Great Expectations The growth of Pip from orphan child to adult

GOLDING William Lord of the Flies A group of boys survive a plane crash but can they survive living
together on a deserted island?

KEROUAC Jack On the Road A group of friends make road trips across America in the 1940s.

LEE Harper To Kill a Mockingbird Eight-year old Scout’s father is a lawyer in a court case that splits a
small community in the American Deep South.

SALINGER J.D. The Catcher in the Rye Holden Caulfield is confused and alienated after being expelled
from school so he takes a train to New York and wanders around aimlessly des cribing his encounters in
his unique style.

SHELLEY Mary Frankenstein The creation of a original monster

STEVENSON Robert Louis The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Dr Jekyll experiments with a potion
that has horrific consequences.



Modern Classics

HADDON Mark The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time Christopher wants to solve the
mystery of the death of his neighbour’s dog by using the methods of his hero, Sherlock Holmes.

HOEYMAN Gail Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine A funny and sad tale of a survivor who tackles the
challenges of emotional reconnection with grave courage.

HOSSEINI Khaled The Kite Runner The friendship of two boys growing up together in Kabul.

ISHIGURO Kazuo Never Let Me Go Three friends appear to have a happy life at boarding school until they
discover a horrifying truth about their existence.

SEBOLD Anna The Lovely Bones In the wake of her murder, Susie watches as her happy suburban family
is torn apart by grief; as her friends grow up, fall in love, and do all the things she never had the chance

to do herself .

Dyslexia-Friendly

Barrington Stoke publish dyslexia-friendly texts with considered format for quicker reading

Atta, Dean The Black Flamingo A boy discovers identity through poetry and performance.
McGowan, Anthony Rook A teenager faces personal and family struggles.

Rea, Emma My Name is River A girl copes with grief through nature.

Zephaniah, Benjamin Refugee Boy A teenager seeks safety after being displaced.

Crossan, Sarah One Conjoined twins seek independence and identity.

Blackman, Malorie Noughts & Crosses Accessible story of prejudice and love.

Additional

Please read a range of newspaper — particularly broadsheets — and quality magazines such as ‘The
National Geographic’, ‘New Scientist’, “ BBC History’.

CILIP Carnegie Awards shortlist is often worth dipping into each year.



