
 

   
 

 

New Starter Questions 

All parents can expect to receive a letter from Dr Raymond before the start of term, detailing 

information for the first day and drop off arrangements. Please also see the New Parent Portal.  
 

First Day and First Weeks at Cranford 

1. What does my child need to bring with them for the first day of school? 

Pre-School, Junior and Senior: Children need to attend school in full school uniform – either winter 

or summer uniform can be worn up until half term.  

Sixth Form: Although we do not have formal uniform in the Sixth Form, we do ask that students come 

dressed sensibly for a working school day in smart casual clothing. 

• All pupils will need to bring in their hymn book and sports kit.  

• Pupils in Years 3-6 and Senior will need to bring a pencil case. 

• Pupils joining Year 5 upwards should bring their laptop device. 

 

2. Where should my child go to be dropped off on the first morning of school? 

Parents will receive a letter before the start of term with this information.  

3. What will the first few weeks at Cranford look like? 

We recognise that starting a new school can be daunting for both children and parents. From your son 

or daughter’s first day at Cranford, our aim is to ensure that you and your child(ren) feel supported and 

welcomed by our Cranford community. 

During the first few weeks of term, we will be holding Junior and Senior Welcome Evenings, providing 

parents the opportunity to learn more about the curriculum and to meet your child’s teachers. A 

printed copy of the School Handbook for either EYFS, Junior, Senior or Sixth Form will also be given 

out, which outlines a wide range of information and resources for parents. 

Your child’s Form Tutor will also contact you to introduce themselves and provide an update on how 

your son or daughter has settled into life at Cranford.  

4. Does my child need to bring in a snack? 

Pupils in Years 3-6 will be required to bring in their own healthy snack, nut free snack for break time.  

Communication 

5. Who do I email if I have any general queries or if I need to make any changes to my 

child’s pick-up time or report an absence for example? 

Once your son or daughter becomes a pupil at Cranford, please direct any communication about your 

child to their Form Tutor and the School Office (office@cranfordschool.co.uk) in the first instance. The 

Admissions department will also be able to help if you are unsure of who to contact 

(admissions@cranfordschool.co.uk). 
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6. How do I view key information for the week ahead i.e. the lunch menu? 

Key documents such as our weekly lunch menu, parent communications, and access to the school and 

sports calendars can be found on our Parent Portal, details of which will be given to you in September. 

For other useful information relating to your child joining the school, visit 

https://www.cranfordschool.co.uk/new-pupil-resources  

7. How do I get in touch with the Parent Rep for my year? 

Class Reps are confirmed by our PTA on an annual basis. Once confirmed, full details will be uploaded 

to our Parent Portal on our school website before the start of term. 

Extra-Curricular, School Transport and Sport Fixtures 

8. If I need to make a change to my child’s choice of extra-curricular clubs, who do I 

contact? 

Details about our extra-curricular provision will be emailed to you, prior to your son or daughter 

joining Cranford. Please email clubs@cranfordschool.co.uk for any queries with regards to clubs. All 

club timetables can be viewed on the Evolve website (login details will be shared at the start of the 

academic year). Please note, a term’s notice is required to make any changes to club bookings. 

9. How do I book individual Music/LAMDA lessons? 

Music and Drama: Individual vocal or instrumental lessons, or LAMDA lessons can be arranged by 

contacting the Music Administrator, Mrs L Sonn via lsonn@cranfordschool.co.uk 

10. Can my son or daughter sign up for the Duke of Edinburgh Award? 

We do offer the Duke of Edinburgh Award at Cranford – the three levels are Bronze, Silver and Gold. 

Pupils begin their Bronze Award in Year 9, moving on to Silver in Year 10 and Gold in Year 12. For 

more information about the Duke of Edinburgh Award at Cranford, please email Mrs Wekesa via 

ntomkins-wekesa@cranfordschool.co.uk or Mrs Day via sday@cranfordschool.co.uk  

If your son or daughter has already started their Bronze, Silver or Gold Award, we can transfer the 

work they have already completed across to Cranford. We would just need their DofE reference 

number. 

11. My child is using school transport to travel to and from school – who do I email with 

a query? 

Details about our transport provision will be emailed to you, prior to your son or daughter joining 

Cranford. For any transport queries, please email transport@cranfordschool.co.uk  

12. Where can I view upcoming sports fixtures? 

All sport fixtures, including team sheets, will be listed on our Sports Website (SOCS). You can access 

the website via our main school website, via the information tab and then by selecting fixtures, or 

directly via http://sport.cranfordschool.co.uk  

Further information on how to use this system and individual passwords will be shared at the start of 

term by our Director of Sport. 
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Once pupils have received a copy of their timetable, children can come into school wearing PE kit, if 

they have Games or PE before break time, as long as they have their school uniform to change back 

into. 

13. What are the key curriculum sports for each term? 

KS1 KS2 Years 3-4 Years 5-6 Years 7-13 

Balance; Co-

ordination; 

Strength/Flexibility

; Spatial 

Awareness; 

Movement; 

Control; 

Teamwork; 

Dance; 

Communication 

Skills and 

Swimming 

Cross Country; 

Parkour/Gymnasti

cs; Health Related 

Fitness; Invasion 

Games; Athletics 

and Exercise to 

Music 

Autumn Term 

Mixed Hockey; 

Football 

Autumn Term 

Boys: Football 

Girls: Hockey 

Autumn Term 

Girls: Hockey 

Boys: Football 

Spring Term 

Mixed Football or 

Netball 

Spring Term 

Boys: Hockey 

Girls: Football 

Spring Term 

Girls: 

Netball/Football 

Boys: Hockey 

Summer Term 

Mixed or Single 

Sex Cricket  

Summer Term 

Mixed or Single 

Sex Cricket or 

Tennis (Tennis is 

only an option for 

Y5/6) 

Summer Term 

Girls/ Boys: 

Tennis/Athletics/

Cricket 

 
Homework and IT Devices 

14. Can I access my child’s timetable before the start of term? 

Pupils will receive a printed version of their timetable on the first day of term. 

15. How can I see what homework my child is given? 

Junior: Your son or daughter will be given a Planner/Homework Diary by their Form Tutor on their 

first day. The Form Tutor will sign and check the Planner/Diary weekly, and we ask that parents do the 

same. This supplements the recording and communication of homework remotely to both pupils and 

parents via the Satchel One App. Information and access to this will be supplied separately. 

Senior: Homework is all set and marked on Microsoft TEAMS. Your child will be given a Homework 

Diary, which you should sign weekly to confirm that they have completed their homework. The 

Homework diary can also be used to record reading and writing messages to your child’s Form Tutor. 

16. My child needs to purchase a laptop for school – how do I know which laptop to 

purchase? 

Pupils from Year 5 upwards will need to have a laptop in school. For more information about purchasing 

a suitable laptop, please click here to view our Devices Letter. 

Fees Information 

17. What is the schedule for the payment of school fees? 

Fee letters will be sent termly to parents. Whilst we can accept payment early, we don’t offer any 

discount or fee reduction for fees paid in advance. 

 

https://www.cranfordschool.co.uk/userfiles/cranfordhsmvc/documents/documents/Devices%20Letter.pdf

