
Suggested Summer Work for English – Key Stage 3 

 

1. Reading Challenge  

Aim to read a minimum of 3 books over summer – try to include a range of genre. After 
you’ve read each book: 

• Write a short review (150–200 words) including  

- a summary of the plot (no spoilers) 
- your favourite character and why 
- (RED STAR: what themes does the book consider and how are they 

treated. 
- Whether you recommend to other readers and why 
- Rating out of 5.  

We’ve attached some reading recommendations to help you decide what to read. 
Books taken out of the school library are not due back until the 9 September - perfect 
for getting a book for the holidays. 

 

2. Improve your touch typing 

Spend 10 minutes each day to improve your typing skills. This will help improve your 
speed, eventually allowing you to type at the speed of your flow of thought. Touch typing 
enable you to type without looking at the keys which means you can be thinking more 
creatively at you type with greater accuracy. Additionally, touch typing promotes a 
natural, straight-backed posture and reduces your risk of Repetitive Strain Injuries. 

We like https://www.edclub.com/library/typing-jungle which offers a free account to 
track your progress, starting at the placement test which helps place students right 
where they need to be. 

 

3. Watch a play 
 

Creation Theatre (Oxford) 

Website A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Twelfth Night Outdoor  

Oxford Shakespeare Festival 2026 (Oxford Castle) 

Festival page Macbeth (6 Jul – 1 Aug) and Romeo & Juliet (3 – 15 Aug) Outdoor 
performances in historic castle courtyard 

Progress Theatre (Reading) 

Website Open-air Hamlet (Reading Abbey Ruins) – 15–25 July  

 
 

https://www.edclub.com/library/typing-jungle
https://creationtheatre.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordcastleprison.co.uk/whats-on/the-oxford-shakespeare-festival-2026/
https://progresstheatre.co.uk/


 
4. Enter a writing competition 

RGS School Essay Competition 

Link Geography essay: migration (causes, changing patterns, global impacts)  

• Max 1,000 words 

• Requires research + references (incl. current affairs)  

• Deadline: 9 Nov 2026 
 

Solstice Writing Prize  

Link Nature-themed creative writing 

• Can submit stories, poems, or blogs up to 500 words Poems: 40 lines max 

• Ages 7–25 (4 categories)  

 

Young Walter Scott Prize 

 Link Historical fiction 

• Stories must be set before you were born  

• Ages 11–19  

• 800–2,000 words 

• Deadline: 31 Oct 2026  

 
ISA Shakespeare Monologue Competition 

 Link Perform a Shakespeare monologue (or your own in that style Open to Key Stages 2–
5  Entries open: Sept 2026 → Nov 2026 [isaschools.org.uk] 

 

ISA Poetry Competition 

Link Poetry writing. Open to Key Stages 1–5 Deadline: Feb 2027 [isaschools.org.uk] 

 

5. Enter a film competition  

https://www.isaschools.org.uk/arts/art/film-and-animation-competition.html 

https://cinemagic.org.uk/young-filmmaker/  

Let your teachers know if you are planning to take part in a competition 

 
6. Creative Writing  

https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/school-essay-competition
https://writingeastmidlands.co.uk/young-writers-groups/solstice-writing-prize/
https://www.walterscottprize.co.uk/home/young-walter-scott-prize/
https://www.isaschools.org.uk/arts/drama/shakespeare-monologue-competition.html
https://www.isaschools.org.uk/arts/drama/shakespeare-monologue-competition.html
https://www.isaschools.org.uk/arts/creative-writing/poetry-competition.html
https://www.isaschools.org.uk/arts/creative-writing/poetry-competition.html
https://www.isaschools.org.uk/arts/art/film-and-animation-competition.html
https://cinemagic.org.uk/young-filmmaker/


Rekindle your creative energy and write a short story on:  

o A summer adventure gone wrong 

o A secret hidden in your town 

o A sudden storm arriving 

• Similes and metaphors 

• Varied sentence lengths 

• Sensory details (see, hear, smell, feel) 

• consider using a non-fiction-type form like letters (epistolary) or diary extracts. 


