
Cranford School Summer Reading Suggestions for Years 7 & 8 

 

Please check suitability of themes and content – some of these texts deal with sensitive 
themes.  Library books can be borrowed for summer reading! 

 

• The Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali Q. Raúf - A powerful, accessible story about 
friendship and empathy, centred on a refugee boy. 

• A Kind of Spark – Elle McNicoll- A moving and uplifting story about an autistic girl 
campaigning for justice in her village. 

• When the Sky Falls – Phil Earle - Set during WWII, this emotional story about a boy and 
a gorilla is gripping but approachable. 

• The Goldfish Boy – Lisa Thompson- Mystery and mental health themes, very readable 
and relatable. 

• When the World was Ours- Liz Kessler –Inspired by a true story about three childhood 
friends living during the Second World War whose fates are closely intertwined,   

 

Thought-provoking  

• Ghost Boys – Jewell Parker Rhodes (Year 8 text) Examines racism and justice 
through a compelling, sensitive narrative. 

• Amber Undercover – Em Norry A contemporary school drama with themes of 
bullying, identity, and courage. 

• The Soup Movement – Ben Davis Funny but meaningful look at social 
responsibility and standing up for others. 

• The Light in Everything- Katya Balen A poignant story that explores the 
complexities of blended families 

• Tomorrow We Begin- Matt Goodfellow A collection of poetry for KS3 pupils 

• Booked- Kwame Alexander A verse novel about a young footballer 

 

Fantasy and Adventure  

• Pages & Co: Tilly and the Bookwanderers – Anna James Magical adventures inside 
books—perfect for encouraging reading for pleasure. 

• The Storm Keeper’s Island – Catherine Doyle Myth, magic, and family secrets set on a 
remote island. 

• Amari and the Night Brothers – B.B. Alston A fresh, exciting fantasy with strong pacing 
and a brilliant protagonist. 



 

 

Funny and light reads for summer 

• The Super Miraculous Journey of Freddie Yates – Jenny Pearson Heartwarming and 
hilarious road-trip story. 

• Kid Normal – Greg James & Chris Smith —fast, funny, superhero-themed. 

• The Extremely Embarrassing Life of Lottie Brooks – Katie Kirby diary-style humour  

 

Diverse Voices and perspectives 

• The Island at the End of Everything – Kiran Millwood Hargrave Beautifully written, 
accessible historical fiction with strong emotional themes. 

• Boy Everywhere – A.M. Dassu A gripping refugee story that is both eye-opening and 
accessible. 

• Safiyyah’s War – Hiba Noor Khan WWII story set in Paris highlighting a Muslim girl’s 
bravery. 

• The Boy Lost in the Maze- Joseph Coelho A modern retelling of Theseus and the 
Minotaur 

• Tyger- S.F. Said- A fantasy story about outsiders and wonder 

 

Spooky and thrilling 

• Small Spaces – Katherine Arden Perfect for summer chills—creepy but not 
overwhelming. 

• The Graveyard Riddle – Lisa Thompson Mystery with emotional depth. 

 

Accessible classics  

• Wonder – R.J. Palacio Auggie Pullman is an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, 
starting school for the first time after years of being homeschooled.  
 

• Holes – Louis Sachar Stanley Yelnats is sent to a juvenile camp where boys are forced 
to dig holes all day. As the story unfolds, strange connections emerge between Stanley’s 
family history, a curse, and the camp’s secrets. 
 

• Skellig – David Almond When Michael moves house, he discovers a mysterious, 
strange creature living in his garage, explores themes of illness, hope, and the 
unexplained. 
 



• Coraline – Neil Gaiman Coraline finds a hidden door in her house that leads to a 
seemingly perfect “other” world—but it quickly turns dark and dangerous. 
 

• Noughts and Crosses- Malory Blackman- Dystopian fiction that explores themes of 
race and impossible love 

Traditional Classics 

• The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis Four siblings enter the magical 
land of Narnia through a wardrobe, where it is always winter under the rule of the White 
Witch.  
 

• The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett After being sent to live in a lonely 
house, Mary Lennox discovers a hidden, neglected garden. As she brings it back to life, 
she also changes herself and helps others heal. 
 

• Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson Young Jim Hawkins sets sail on a dangerous 
voyage to find buried treasure, alongside a crew that includes the unforgettable Long 
John Silver. 
 

• A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens (Class text) Ebenezer Scrooge is a cold, selfish 
man who is visited by three ghosts on Christmas Eve. The story delivers a powerful 
message about generosity, kindness, and change. 

 

Non Fiction  

• Young, Gifted and Black – Jamia Wilson Inspiring biographies celebrating Black figures 
from history and today. 

• When Stars are Scattered- Omar Mohammed A graphic novel style memoir about a 
small child fleeing civil war in Somalia 

• Survivors: Extraordinary Tales from the Wild and Beyond – David Long Real survival 
stories—engaging and perfect for readers who like adventure. 

• Horrible Histories series – Terry Deary Funny but factual takes on history 

• The Story of Science – Anna Claybourne Clear, engaging introduction to key scientific 
discoveries and ideas. 

• Women in Science – Rachel Ignotofsky Beautifully presented profiles of pioneering 
women scientists. 

• Hidden Figures (Young Readers Edition) – Margot Lee Shetterly The true story of Black 
women mathematicians at NASA—challenging but rewarding. 

• I Am Malala (Young Readers Edition) – Malala Yousafzai A powerful autobiography 
about education, activism, and courage. 

• Prisoners of Geography (Young Readers Edition) – Tim Marshall 
Explains how geography shapes global politics in an accessible way. 



• A Short History of Nearly Everything (Illustrated/Adapted) – Bill Bryson 
Big ideas in science explained with humour—best for confident readers. 

• The Big Book of the UK – Imogen Russell Williams A lively, fact-filled guide to British 
history and culture. 

• This Book Is Anti-Racist – Tiffany Jewell Accessible introduction to identity, fairness, 
and social awareness. 

• History as You’ve Never Seen It Before – DK Visual timelines and illustrations—great 
for visual learners. 

• The Ultimate Guide to Music / Film / Sport – DK series Topic-based books that hook 
specific interests. 

Fabulous facts about reading:  
 

• Reading frequently makes you smarter! It helps to improve your memory skills, 
both in the short term and for your adult life 
 

• The more you read, the more words you will come across and the more often you 
read these, words, the more likely you are to understand them and remember to 
use them in your own writing 
 

• Access to a range of real and imagined experiences, allows you to experience 
new emotions and feelings. It also helps you to empathise with people by 
encouraging your understanding of a range of experience 
 

• Reading can help you to develop social skills by exploring others’ experiences 
and supports the development of your emotional intelligence   
 

• Reading can give you escapism from challenges you might be experiencing in 
real life 

 
 
The Librarians recommend: 
 
Mrs Van Doesburgh recommends The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Milwood 

Hargreave's, The Explorer by Katherine Rundell, The Little Princess by Frances Hodgson 

Burnett and A Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens. 

 

Mrs Campbell recommends The House with Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson 

because she loves a bit of magic and October, October by Katya Balen because she 

loves a bit of the wild. 

 

Cranford pupils recommend: 

 



Noughts and Crosses – Malorie Blackman 

 

The Hunger Games – Suzanne Collins 

 

The Bone Sparrow – Zana Fraillon 

 

Good Girls’ Guide to Murder – Holly Jackson 

 

One of Us is Lying – Karen M McManus 

 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio 

 


